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Relapsing polychondritis case
The article “Red-eared zebra diagnosis. Case of relaps-

ing polychondritis” by Leung and Edani1 in the May 
issue of Canadian Family Physician reminded me of 
a 63-year-old patient I saw in 1995. After seeing no 
response to intravenous antibiotics for presumed cel-
lulitis, and after consulting an internist, I looked up 
chondritis on the Internet and came up with relapsing 
polychondritis. The considerable erythema and swelling 
of the pinna with clear sparing of the lobule alerted me 
to focus on the cartilage. 

Her response to 40 mg of prednisone was dramatic. 
She continued to improve and the prednisone was grad-
ually tapered off. 

—Christopher Lam MD CCFP FCFP(LM) 
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Working together
After reading Pimlott’s editorial in the May issue of 

Canadian Family Physician, in which he refects on the 
“hidden curriculum” that promotes a hierarchy between 

Top 5 recent articles read online at cfp.ca 

generalist family physicians and specialists,1 I wanted to 
share some of my own thoughts. I have done both jobs. 
I received emergency medicine designations from both 
the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada 
and the College of Family Physicians of Canada in 1983. 
Family practice is harder than emergency medicine is 
because you are all alone in your offce without labora-
tory and imaging results for weeks. You don’t have the 
nurses and specialists at your fngertips. The patients 
keep coming back when specialists can’t help them. 
We have patients for 50 years. Specialists can cherry 
pick their patients. We take all comers, including those 
dealing with dental issues who can’t afford a dentist, or 
those living with psychological distress who can’t afford 
a psychologist. But hey, why fght when we need each 
other? Specialists could never see our volume, and we 
can’t drill down on tiny areas like they can. So let’s keep 
working together to help the world. 

—John W. Crosby MD CCFP(EM) FRCPC 
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Make your views known! 
To comment on a particular article, open the article at www.cfp.ca and click on the eLetters tab. eLetters are usually published online 
within 1 to 3 days and might be selected for publication in the next print edition of the journal. To submit a letter not related to a specifc 
article published in the journal, please e-mail letters.editor@cfpc.ca. 

Faites-vous entendre! 
Pour exprimer vos commentaires sur un article en particulier, accédez à cet article à www.cfp.ca et cliquez sur l’onglet eLetters. Les 
commentaires sous forme d’eLetters sont habituellement publiés en ligne dans un délai de 1 à 3 jours et pourraient être choisis pour 
apparaître dans le prochain numéro imprimé de la revue. Pour soumettre une lettre à la rédaction qui ne porte pas sur un article précis 
publié dans la revue, veuillez envoyer un courriel à letters.editor@cfpc.ca. 

mailto:letters.editor@cfpc.ca
www.cfp.ca
mailto:letters.editor@cfpc.ca
www.cfp.ca



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		488-a.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 5

		Passed: 25

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Skipped		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


