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Adverse events

following immunization
In Canada, adverse events following immunization
(AEFIs) are reported to maintain the safety of vac-
cines.! The Praxis article on shoulder injury related to
vaccine administration in the January issue of Canadian
Family Physician highlighted an example of a possi-
ble AEFI that family physicians should likely assess for
report to public health.?

An AEFI is any untoward medical occurrence that fol-
lows immunization and that does not necessarily have
a causal relationship with the administration of the vac-
cine. It might be any unfavourable or unintended sign,
abnormal laboratory finding, symptom, or disease.?

Requirements of family physicians to report AEFIs
depend on the jurisdiction in which they practise, but
AEFIs are typically reported to local or regional public health
authorities for initial assessment when they have a tempo-
ral association with a vaccine and no other clear cause.'

In Ontario, for example, family physicians are
required to report AEFIs to their local Medical Officer

Make your views known!

of Health, and shoulder injury related to vaccine, as
described in the Praxis article, would likely be consid-
ered reportable.

For more information on AEFIs and reporting require-
ments, family physicians can contact public health in
their jurisdiction. Family physicians play an important
role in immunizing people living in Canada, and also
have a role in keeping immunization safe: appropriate
AEFI reporting is part of this.

—Lisa K. Freeman MD CCFP MPH FRCPC
Ottawa, Ont

Competing interests
None declared

References

1. Government of Canada. Reporting adverse events following immunization (AEFI) in
Canada. Ottawa, ON: Government of Canada; 2013. Available from: www.canada.ca/
en/public-health/services/immunization/reporting-adverse-events-following-
immunization/form.html. Accessed 2019 Feb 4.

2. Bancsi A, Houle SKD, Grindrod KA. Shoulder injury related to vaccine administration
and other injection site events. Can Fam Physician 2019;65:40-2.

3. Public Health Agency of Canada. Reporting adverse events following immuniza-
tion (AEFI) in Canada: user guide to completion and submission of the AEFI reports.
Ottawa, ON: Government of Canada; 2018. Available from: www.canada.ca/en/public-
health/services/immunization/reporting-adverse-events-following-immunization/
user-guide-completion-submission-aefi-reports.html. Accessed 2019 Feb 4.

4. Public Health Ontario. Adverse event following immunization reporting for health
care providers in Ontario. Toronto, ON: Public Health Ontario; 2017. Available from:
www.publichealthontario.ca/en/eRepository/AEFI_factsheet_healthcare_providers.pdf.
Accessed 2019 Feb 4.
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within 1 to 3 days and might be selected for publication in the next print edition of the journal. To submit a letter not related to a specific

article published in the journal, please e-mail letters.editor@cfpc.ca.

Faites-vous entendre!

Pour exprimer vos commentaires sur un article en particulier, accédez a cet article a www.cfp.ca et cliquez sur 'onglet eLetters. Les
commentaires sous forme d’eLetters sont habituellement publiés en ligne dans un délai de 1 a 3 jours et pourraient étre choisis pour
apparaitre dans le prochain numéro imprimeé de la revue. Pour soumettre une lettre a la rédaction qui ne porte pas sur un article précis
publié dans la revue, veuillez envoyer un courriel a letters.editor@cfpc.ca.
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