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Letters } Correspondance

Excellent chronic pain guideline
In the PEER simplified chronic pain guideline arti-

cle published in the March issue of Canadian Family 
Physician,1 the authors have created exactly the tool we 
all need in approaching chronic pain. They take care to 
consider the perspective of family physicians and the 
best available evidence. The 10 pages of their guideline 
are succinct considering the complexity of the topic (and 
their 2-page summary for less patient readers accurately 
represents the longer version). This guideline provides 
me with tools that I will use to share decision mak-
ing with my patients rather than trying to fit them into 
a one-size-fits-all formula. My own pain in reading the 
guideline was 0 out of 10. Well done!

—Roger Suss MD CCFP(EM) FCFP
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Treating the vaccine hesitant

I commend the authors for their empathetic, compas-
sionate, humble, and common-sense response to vac-

cine hesitancy (or outright vaccine antipathy) in the 
March issue of Canadian Family Physician.1 Some old 
lessons (“treat others as you would like to be treated”) 
are worth relearning. Earnestly trying to understand our 
patients’ life stories, beliefs, environments, and perspec-
tives has always been a marker of a skilled family phy-
sician, and I thank the authors for reminding us that we 
treat patients, not COVID-19.

—Noel Corser MD CCFP FCFP
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