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Letters
Corresp ondance

Praise for family 
physicians

Iread the brief article entitled “Coping with fam-
ily medicine putdowns,” by Dr Larry Reynolds. 

Several points are worth making.
First, patients are whole beings and not individual 

organ systems. Although specialty care is necessary, 
most complex problems are not limited to one sys-
tem and are best managed by family physicians.

Second, family physicians, with their complete 
longitudinal knowledge of the whole patient and 
that patient’s preferences and beliefs, provide 
cost-eff ective care, often avoiding duplication or 
unnecessary services.

Th ird, without family physicians, my job as an 
emergency physician would be much more diffi  cult. 
Th e sometimes long and complex process of diag-
nosis and treatment usually only begins with a brief 
encounter in the emergency department.

Finally, family physicians often identify the mis-
takes that I have made with their patients in the 
emergency department, and quietly correct them 
without deriding me.

I appreciate a great article by a great family 
physician!

—Tony Herd
Emergency Physician

Winnipeg, Man
by e-mail


