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A member’s concern 
I am  writing  this  letter  to  express  my  concern  about  a 

recent  issue of Canadian Family Physician  that opened 
with a letter from the Prime Minister of Canada (November 
2007). The basis of my concern is as follows:

In 2005, a family physician from Nova Scotia, Dr John 
Hamm,  successfully  concluded  a  prolonged  “Campaign 
for  Fairness”  on  behalf  of  his  province,  and  managed 
to  get  the  federal  government  to  finally  live  up  to  the 
terms  of  the  Atlantic  Accord.  The  document  had  origi-
nally been developed  in 1985 and was  to  last 15 years 
once signed.

In 2007, the new Government of Canada passed a fed-
eral  budget  that  would  unilaterally  alter  this  Accord.  A 
recent  study of  the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council 
has calculated  that  changes  in  this budget will  result  in 
$4.2 billion  in  revenue being  removed  from  the budgets 
of Atlantic Canada, money  that would have  largely been 
budgeted for health care and education in those provinces.

Hence, it is with utmost concern that I witness letters 
from  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  being  published  in 
the journal.

It  is  also  my  humble  opinion  that  unless  Canadian 
Family Physician  is  committed  to  providing  a  balanced 
viewpoint  of  all  Canadian  political  parties,  they  should 
remain a non-partisan voice on all matters that relate to 
health care of Canadians. 

—Rob Miller MD CCFP(EM)

Halifax, NS
by e-mail

Editor’s response
Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  regarding 

“Greetings  from  the Prime Minister”  in  the November 
issue of Canadian Family Physician.1 The November issue 
was a special issue on global health and development as 
part of a worldwide initiative organized by the Council of 
Science Editors to raise awareness of poverty and global 
health issues.

To  honour  those  Canadian  family  physicians  who 
contribute  so  much  to  improve  global  health  and  to 
acknowledge  this  special  issue,  we  asked  the  Prime 
Minister  to bring greetings. Opinions expressed  in com-
mentaries  or  greetings  are  those  of  the  authors  and 
do  not  imply  endorsement  by  the  College  of  Family 
Physicians of Canada or Canadian Family Physician.

 Diane Kelsall MD MEd CCFP FCFP

Editor
Canadian Family Physician
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